Atty. Dkt. No. 15-NM-6150 (070191-0324) 



In the Claims: 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.121, please substitute for the original claims, 
the following versions of the same claims, as amended. 

Please amend the following claims. 



1. (Currently amended): A patient transport system for transporting a 
patient from a magnetic resonance imaging system to a second imaging system, the 
patient transport system comprising: 

an elongated nnerrv6ei h'aving an upper surface configured to support a 

patient; 

a first coupling mechanism attached coup l od to the elongated member 
configured to removably couple\tJie elongated member to the magnetic resonance 
imaging system; and 

a second coupling 1 mechanism attached coup l od to the elongated member 
configured to removably couple the elongated member to a second imaging system. 




2. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 1, wherein the 
elongated member comprises a patient cradle and a table wherein the patient cradle 
rests on the table. 




3. (Currently amended];— pat i ent transport system of C l aim 2, A 
patient transport system for transporting i patient from a magnetic resonance imaging 
system to a second imaging system, the patient transport system comprising: 

an elongated member having an upper Surface configured to support a 



patient; \ / 

a first coupling mechanism attached/to the elongated member configured 
to removably couple the elongated .member to the magnetic resonance imaging system; 



a seco 



nd coupling mec>TaTtfsTTf^rtt ached to the elongated member 



configured to removably couple the elongated member to a second imaging system; and 
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wherein me firslt coupling mechanism is integral to the table and the 




• - r*~ \ 

second coupling mechaniscnfts integral to the patient cradle.' 



4. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 1, wherein the second 
imaging system is an X-ray imaging system having a pedestal, wherein the second 
coupling mechanism is configured to be removably coupled to the pedestal of the X-ray 
imaging system. 




5. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 4, wherein the 
elongated member has a structure suitable for supporting the weight of a human patient 
in a cantilevered fashion at the second coupling m/echanism. 

^ 6. (Currently amendedl): Tho pot i on/ transport system of Cl ai m 1, A 

patient transport system for transporting a parent from a magnetic resonance imaging 

system to a second imaging system, the patient transport system comprising: 

/ 

an elongated member having an upper surface configured to support a 
patient; ^ / 

a first coupling mechanism attached to the elongated member configured 

to remov ably couple the elongated i\iember to the magnet ic resonance imaqinq system- 
; i r : a_si__z l 

a second coupling mechanijsm attached to the elongated member 

configured to removably couple the elongated member to a second imaqinq system- and 
— - ^ j / y 

wherein the first and second coupling mechanisms are on opposing ends 
of the elongated member. JT 

7. (Currently amended): The patient transport system of Claim 1 , wherein 
the elongated member comprises an_aramid fiber material kev4af. 

8. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 1 , wherein the 
elongated member has an arcuately shaped cross-section. 

9. (Original): A patient transport system for transporting a patient in a 
medical imaging environment, comprising an elongated patient support member having 
a first end opposite a second end, wherein the first end is configured to be coupled to a 
magnetic resonance imaging device and the second end is configured to be coupled to 
an X-ray imaging device. 
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10. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 9, wherein the 
elongated patient support member is suitable for use in both a magnetic resonance 
imaging environment and an X-ray imaging environment. 

1 1 . (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 10, wherein the 
elongated patient support member is made at least partially of a material including 
kevlar. 

1 2. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 9, further comprising a 
plurality of wheels coupled to the elongated patient support member configured to roll 
the elongated patient support member along a floor. 

13. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 9, wherein the 
elongated patient support member comprises a table and a patient cradle resting on the 
table, wherein the table comprises a mounting surface configured to receive the patient 
cradle in a substantially fixed relationship, wherein the table includes a plurality of 
wheels configured to roll the elongated patient support member along a floor. 

1 4. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 1 3, further comprising a 
manually-actuated locking mechanism configured to couple the patient cradle to the 
table in a fixed relationship. 

1 5. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 9, wherein the 
elongated patient support member is configured to support a cantilevered human 
patient load at the second end. 

1 6. (Currently amended): y\ patient transport system for transporting a 
patient between two different medical imaging modalities, the patient transport system 
comprising: 

a patient suppor\su'rface comprising an a first end compatible with a first 
coupling arrangement on\an imaging system and a second end compatible with a 
second coupling arrangement o'n a second imaging systems 

a tab l e separable from mo pat i ent oupport surfoco and configured to 




rece i ve tho pat i ont support surface and to move the patient support surf a ce between 
d i fferent rooms of a bu il d i ng; and 



/ 
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a coup li ng dovico conf i gured to coup l e tho pat i ont support surface to the 



/ico cor/f i 




tab l e, whoro i n tho coup li ng dovico/compr i sos an actuator conf i gured to d i sconnect tho 
pat i ont support surf a ce from the.t a b l o. 

/ 

17. (Currently7previously amended): Tho pat i ont transport system of C l a i m 
4#t A patient transport syste^n for transporting a patient between two different 
medical imaging modalities/ ttne\patienj transport system comprising: 

a patient support surface comprising a first end compatible with a first 
coupling arrangementNon an Imaging system and a second end compatible with a 
second coupling arrangemew~5n a second imaging system; and 

wherein the table includes a first end compatible with a coupling 
arrangement on a magnetioj resonance imaging system and a second end compatible 
with a coupling arrangement on an X-ray imaging system. 

^ : 

18. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 17, wherein the patient 
support surface is suitable for use in both a magnetic resonance imaging environment 
and an X-ray imaging system. 

19. (Currently Amended): Tho pat i ont transport systom of C l a i m 18, A 
patient transport system for tran^pTrHipg a/patient between two different medical 
imaging modalities, the patienytransporVsystem comprising: 

a patient support surface comprising a first end compatible with a first 
coupling arrangement on an inlaging/s'ystem arid a second end compatible with a 

oh s a/s'e -/ 



second coupling arrangement orKa/secoQd-'imaging system; and 

wherein the patieat support surface is configured to support a 
cantilevered human patient loaa at the second end 



20. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 16, wherein the table 
comprises wheels configured to move the table along a floor. 

21. (Original): The patient transport system of Claim 16, wherein the 
actuator is actuated by a human operator. 
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